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This form lists the essential and desirable requirements needed in order to do the job.

	Job Title: 

	Herdsperson
	Job ref no:
	PPS-0130-26

	Grade: 

	N/A
	Department:
	Pathobiology & Population Sciences

	Accountable to: 
	Farm Manager
	Responsible for:

	N/A

	PS created by/ or reviewed by:
	Graeme Webster 
	Date PS created/ reviewed:
	June 2026



	Evidence

	Competency
	Essential
	Desirable

	Experience & Knowledge 


	· Substantial, proven experience working in a dairy herd environment

· Competent, confident milker with parlour experience (herringbone or rotary)

· Sound knowledge of cattle health and welfare, including recognition of common conditions

	· Experience of year-round or block calving systems

· Experience working with other livestock species (sheep, poultry, pigs, or horses)

· Experience working in an educational, research, or public-facing farm setting

	Technical Skills 


	· Artificial Insemination (AI) trained and competent

· Proficient in the use of Uniform herd management software

· Demonstrated foot trimming and lameness management skills

· Strong record-keeping skills — accurate, consistent, and compliant

· Full UK driving license (car)

	· Competent tractor and farm machinery operator

· Accredited foot trimmer qualification (e.g. LANTRA or equivalent)

· Knowledge of milk quality management and somatic cell count reduction

· First aid certificate (human)

	Teamwork & Motivation 


	· Strong communication skills and ability to work effectively as part of a team

· Reliable, punctual, and dependable – able to commit to early starts and weekend rota

· Genuine commitment to high standards of animal health and welfare
	· Comfortable working with students, academic staff, and external visitors

· Positive attitude toward continuous improvement and farm development

	Initiative & Problem Solving



	· Self-motivated and able to work using own initiative when required

· Meticulous attention to detail, especially in record-keeping and animal observation
	

	Qualifications
	

 
	· Formal agricultural or livestock qualification (e.g. NVQ/BTEC Level 2/3 or equivalent) or equivalent demonstrable experience

· Cattle Health & Welfare training (e.g. farm assurance or welfare scheme training)
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